Nixon s possessions 
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await judges okay 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Richard M. 
Nixon’s hundreds of elephants, his 
collection of gavels and political 
cartoons are in boxes, ready to be 
shipped to San Clemente, Calif., if a 
federal judge gives his okay. 

Nixon’s lawyers went into federal 
court Tuesday to get that permission and 
were promised a ruling by the end of the 
week. 

The 250 to 300 boxes contain no White 
House tapes or Watergate memoranda 
— not even the eyeglasses Nixon got 
while in office, or pictures .of daugh- 
ter Tricia’s White House wedding, or a 
globe of the moon. 

Congress recently passed a law 
prohibiting the transfer of any materials 
relating to Nixon’s term as president, 
and a court order" has put a ban on 
shipping anything. 

But Nixon’s lawyers say the elephants, 
gavel collections .and some other items 
were brought into the White House by 
Nixon when he took office in 1969 and 
therefore aren’t affected. They also ask 
things that accumulated after the 
President resigned Aug. 9. « : - 1 

R. Stan Mortenson, representing the 
former president at Tuesday’s hearing, 
said scrupulous efforts were rfiade to 
avoid packing items acquired during 
Nixon’s presidential years — such as the 
eyeglasses, pictures of Tricia’s wedding 
and the moon globe. 

“Nothing relating to the former 
president’s time in office will be shipped 
to California,” Mortenson told U.S. 


District Judge CharhsR. Richey. 

The Justice Department, representing 
the Ford White House, concurred and 
told the judge authority to ship the ma- 
terial expires Feb. 9 - the end of the six-, 
months transition period. A Justice 
Department lawyer suggested Feb. 3 as 
the shipping date. 

The special prosecutor’s office said it 
was satisfied from inventories of the 
material that it c>uld be sent. But 
attorneys for others who have asked ac- 
cess to Nixon presidential documents 
objected. 

In a report to th e judge, the White 
House said archivists examined all of the 
Nixon papers in lis old office and 
“determined whether they predate or 
postdate Mr. Nixon’s term as 
President.” 

The report said whenever there was a 
question of when an item came into 
Nixon’s possession, the archivists relied 
on Rose Mary Woods, Nixon’s long- 
time personal secretary and 
administrative assistant. 



